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Transforming

Clinical Education

ÂReforming versus transforming: How would 

we recognize a òtransformationó if we saw 

it?

ÂHow willing am I to have my thinking and 

my teaching practice transformed? 

ÂHow can we move forward and get 

transformation underway? 



National Survey of Clinical Education

in Prelicensure RN Programs
Ironside and McNelis (2009)

ÂNo strategies were identified as òvery effectiveó

ÂThe relationship between òsolutionsó and 

student learning is unclear

ÂSolutions can create more problems for both 

teachers and students

ÂWeõre getting tired!!! (and so are students!)



Focus on our pedagogies

ÁWays of seeing and thinking

ÁThe nature of knowledge and experience

ÁInteractions among teachers and learners

ÁThe materials/resources we use and how and 

when we use them 

ÁThe attitudes and moral imperative we convey



Conventional Pedagogy

ÂKnowledge and skill acquisition

ÂSimple to complex

ÂKnowledge acquisition is separated from its 
application (which follows)

ÂTeachers are the purveyors of knowledge

ÂStudents are guests in clinical settings



Strategies are derivative

ÂCase studies

ÂPre-planning guides/requirements

ÂPairing students

ÂSpot-checks or checklists

ÂClinical reports

ÂObservation experiences



ÂIs clinical education ensnared in 

knowledge/skill  acquisition, 

application, and evaluation to the 

extent that innovation begins and ends 

in more of the same?


